Topic 2
Questions 

FORENSIC  THANATOLOGY.
Dying and death. Postmortem changes. Medico-legal autopsy. Corpse examination at the incident (crime) scene (place of detection).

1. Doctrine of death. Terminal conditions and their medico-legal significance. Clinical and biological death. Apparent death.
2. Pronouncement of the death. Presumptive signs of death. Confirmatory (indisputable) signs of death. Rate of dying. Gross pathology of  acute (rapid) and agonal (slow) death.
3. Concept of cause and genesis of death. Medico-legal classification of death (category, manner, nature of death).
4. Postmortem body cooling (algor mortis).  Thermometry of a corpse. Phenomenon  of  postmortem partial (local) drying of  tissues. Their medico-legal significance.
5. Postmortem lividity (livor mortis, death spots), phases and the timing of their development, medico-legal significance.
6. Cadaveric rigidity (rigor mortis), its mechanism and typical progression, medico-legal significance.
7. Methods and means of estimation of the time of death.
8. Putrefaction of the body, medico-legal significance. The influence of the environmental conditions and other factors on the processes of putrefaction.
9. Preserving forms of late postmortem changes: mummification, adipocere, peat tanning, their medico-legal significance.
10. Development of the fauna and flora on the corpse. Damage and destruction of corpses by the representatives of the animal world, medico-legal significance.
11. Reasons for medico-legal examination of the corpses. Forensic (medico-legal) versus hospital (clinical) autopsies.
12. Documentation of the medico-legal examination of the dead body (Expert’s report), its structure and content.
13. Features of the medico-legal examination of the dismembered corpses, skeletonized corpses and skeletal remains. Methods of human identification. Particular features of the medico-legal examination of unknown persons’ bodies.
14. Distinction between ante- and postmortem injuries. Ability to active action in case of fatal wounds (postinjury activity).
15. Principles of construction of the medico-legal diagnosis and expert conclusion. Requirements imposed on the expert conclusions.
16. Sudden death and its causes. Factors contributing to the sudden death of adults and children.
17. The most common diseases leading to sudden death at different ages.
18. Sudden death in early childhood, features of the medico-legal examination.
19. Sudden death due to cardiovascular diseases.
20. Sudden death due to diseases of the respiratory system, gastrointestinal tract and central nervous system.
21. Sudden death due to infectious diseases, sanitary-epidemiological significance of this type of death. Specific features of the autopsy at suspicion for death from especially dangerous infections and AIDS.
22. Laboratory methods for the examination of corpses in cases of sudden death. Significance of the forensic examination of sudden death to improve the quality of medical care.
23. Key issues resolved at the examination of corpses of newborns. Determination of the neonatality, full-term pregnancy, maturity, livebirth, viability and lifetime after birth.
24. Causes of the nonviolent death of fetuses and neonates prior to, during and after childbirth.Violent death and its causes. Neonaticide: definition, types.
25. Definition of the concept and legal regulation of the crime (death) scene investigation. Organization of investigation and its participants. Reasons and grounds for the crime scene examination, main purposes of the examination.
26. The main tasks of the medico-legal expert or doctor-specialist at external examination of the corpse at the crime(death)scene. The order and method of examining the body. Assistance to the investigator in revealing, sampling, packaging and direction of the material evidences of biological origin to analysis.
27. Peculiarities of the corpse inspection at the incident scene at certain types of death.
28. Content and components of "Expert’s report" after examination of the corpse and living person. Requirements imposed on expert conclusions.


